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TURNER ASKS FOR GAO REVIEW OF IAEA 

On Fiftieth Anniversary of Eisenhower’s Nuclear Speech 
 

In a letter sent today, Congressman Jim Turner, Ranking Member of the House Select 
Committee on Homeland Security, has asked the Government Accounting Office (GAO) to 
evaluate the efficacy of International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) efforts to keep nuclear 
materials out of the hands of terrorists. 

 “While IAEA’s safeguards system is suppose to ensure that nuclear materials are not 
diverted to nuclear weapons programs, the system is not designed to prevent theft of nuclear 
material by outsiders or the bombing of nuclear reactors and spent fuel facilities by terrorists,” 
the letter states. “In light of the September 11th attacks, it is time to reevaluate the status of 
IAEA’s efforts to strengthen international safeguards agreements and determine what efforts are 
needed to require measures to physically protect nuclear materials.” 

The letter was sent in conjunction with the fiftieth anniversary of President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s “Atoms for Peace” speech before the United Nations General Assembly which 
introduced the concept of the peaceful use of nuclear technology while simultaneously limiting 
proliferation for purposes of weapons of mass destruction. The speech pioneered the creation of 
the IAEA. 

“Fifty years ago, the IAEA represented an innovative approach to addressing the nuclear 
challenges of the Cold War. In the new age of terrorism, however, we need to make sure it’s still 
working to address the key security challenges of our time,” said Turner. “It’s been 10 years 
since the last evaluation of IAEA safeguards. Since then, terrorists have tried to acquire nuclear 
materials and have communicated their intent to use them against Americans. We need to know 
if IAEA is doing everything it can to stop it.” 

Specifically, Turner’s request asks that the GAO review: 
•  the progress IAEA has made in strengthening the international safeguards system; 

and 
•  what changes are needed to the safeguards system to protect nuclear materials from 

terrorist attacks, including any changes that may be needed to IAEA’s physical 
protection guidelines for nuclear facilities. 

 




